A brief Account of the preſent State, Income, Expenditures, 


&c. of the Society for propagating the Goſpel among 
the Indians, and others, in North-America. 


1 ſociety was inſtituted in the year 1787, and embraced, as its general 
| object, the diſſemination of chriftian knowledge, and the means of religious 
inſtruction, among all thoſe, in their country, who were deſtitute of them. The 
natives of it ſeemed to claim their firſt attention, for we poſſeſs their lands and 
inhabit their country; and vain as former attempts had been to civilize and reform 


them, yet the ſociety thought it their duty to continue their exertions, and wait for 
the bleſſing of Heaven upon them. 


They have been enabled to proſecute this deſign by their receiving, in the year 
1789, from the late RicyarD Cary, Eſq. of Charleſtown, executor to the eſtate 
of the hon. Joun Arrord, Eſq. a very handſome ſum, which was bequeathed, by 
that gentleman, for the purpoſe of extending the knowledge of the goſpel among the 
Indians. It was ſome time before the bonds and notes, of which this legacy prin- 
cipally conſiſted, came into operation. 1hey now produce an annual income of 
three hundred and ſixty-two dollars, which is confined entirely to the Indians in the 
will of the donor. With this ſum the ſociety aſſiſt in ſupporting the Rev. Zechariah 
Mayhew, as a miſſionary to the Indians of Martha's Vineyard, and the Rev. Gideon 
Hawley, as a miſſionary to thoſe at Maſhpee. They ſupport a number of ſmall 
ſchools on Martha's Vineyard, and they furniſh the Indian ſchools at Maſhpee, 
Oneida, and New-Stockbridge, with books, paper, &c. They have furniſhed the 
Indians of New-Stockbridge alſo with plows, chains, hoes, and other farming uten- 
fils, in order to make them acquainted with agriculture and the arts of civilized 
life. They have aſſiſted them in building ſchool-houſes, and in printing ſome ſmall, 
pious and uſeful books in their own language. Twenty-two bibles, 66 teſtaments, 
120 ſpelling-books, 54 pſalters, 48 primers, 48 of Watts's pſalms and hymns, and 
79 other pious books, particularly adapted to the ufe and inſtruction of children, 


have been put into the hands of the miſſionaries and ſchoolmaſters, for the uſe of the 
Indian ſchools. 


The miſſionaries to the Indians have received from the ſociety, ſince their being 


employed by the ſociety, 487 dollars 5o cents. 
' The ſociety have expended in the purchaſe of books 213 68 
The ſupport of the fchools at Martha's Vineyard has coſt roo 22 

801 | 40 | 
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Thoſe parts of our new country, which are ſettled by the Engliſh, but are yet 
deſtitute of the means of religious inſtruction, next claimed the attention of the ſo- 
ciety. In order to aſſiſt theſe perſons with effect, it was neceſſary for the ſociety to 
have a fund which might ſupport miſſionaries, purchaſe books, &c. This fund they 
attempted to raiſe by a contribution in the ſeveral religious ſocieties through the ſtate, 
in conſequence of a Brief granted them by government ; and by private ſubſcriptions 
from members of their own body. From theſe two ſources, they have raiſed a fund 
which annually produces 246 dollars. 


This fund, every one muſt ſee, is inadequate to the purpoſe of ſupporting miſſion- 
aries in our new and vacant plantations. The ſociety therefore, in the year 1791, 
petitioned the General Aſſembly for a grant to enable them to ſend miſſionaries into 
the vacant towns and plantations in the eaſtern parts of this commonwealth. This 
petition was granted, and the Court allowed the ſociety to receive one hundred and 
fifty pounds a year, for three years, from the public treaſury, in order to anſwer this 
valuable purpoſe. 


An account of the manner in which this money has been expended, here follows. 


Whole amount of the grant for 3 years — — L.450 o © 
Of which the ſociety has paid 

1791. To Rev. Daniel Little — — 66 12 © 

Abiel Abbot — _ 43 10 © 

James Ly vi — | 39 18 © 

1792. Peter Holt — — 18 8 0 

A Levi Friſbee — — 43 0 

eee Samuel Macclintock — 45 © 0 

1793- . Daniel Little — — 0 o 

De, Ditto — — — 360 6 

——— James Lyon — — 163 8 

1794. Joſeph Thaxter — — 45 © 0 

Samuel Eaton — — 9 0 

4.399 0 © 

Remains unexpended _ ct. ©. 0 

Of which is due to Mr. Little for a miſſion laſt ſummer 30 0 © 


Balance in the hands of the ſociety © FL. 21 © © 


The ſociety have reaſon to believe that theſe gentlemen have been eminently uſeful 
in their reſpe&ive miſſions, and they have received unequivocal proofs of the pleaſure 
with which thoſe who were the objects of their miſſion have in general received and 
heard them. In order to the ſociety's proſecuting this deſign of their inſtitution, it is 
neceſſary that the grants from government ſhould be continued to them. For this 
continuance they have petitioned the legiſlature, and they hope to ſucceed. 
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A third object of the ſociety has been to ſpread books of piety, and thoſe neceſſary 
for the education of youth, among ſuch perſons as were not able to purchaſe them for 
themſelves. To this purpoſe they have devoted the whole of their income, which is 
not expreſsly appropriated to the Indians, and they have received a number of dona- 
tions of books from thoſe who wiſhed well to their deſign. And ſince the year 1790, 
they have accordingly diſtributed, in the eaſtern parts of this commonwealth, 220 
bibles, 540 teſtaments, 71 5 ſpelling-books, 442 pſalters, 1086 primers, 94 of Watts's 
pſalms and hymns, and 3202 other books upon pious and practical ſubjects, making 
in the whole 6299. No books upon controverſial ſubjects are included in this num- 
ber, becauſe the object of the ſociety has been not to ſerve any particular ſect or de- 
nomination, but to promote the intereſts of our common chriſtianity. 


Were the funds of the ſociety larger, they have opportunity to increaſe the number 
of books diſtributed to great advantage. They requeſt the donations of the opulent, 
either in money to increaſe their funds, or in books to be diſtributed, at the pleaſure 
of the donors ; and they aſk the prayers of all good men, that an inſtitution, fo uſeful, 
may be continued and increaſed. 


Senſible that perſons, who are entruſted with the diſtribution of money for public 
purpoſes, are accountable to the public, the ſociety have printed the above ſketch of 
their proceedings, which they hope will meet with the approbation of their fellow 
citizens, and procure them further aſſiſtance in the proſecution of the benevolent de- 
ſigns for which their body was incorporated. 


By Order, 
PETER THACHER, Secretary. 
Boſton, Fan. 1795. 


